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Remembering 

Duchess of Kent House in 

your Will  

 

- your gift to the future 
‘People want to tell a story, and through your Will you will reveal a 

wonderful narrative of your life, your family and your interests.’  Please 

remember us in your will and help countless local people in the future. 

 

Published by Duchess of Kent House Charity  

the Charity supporting the unit of the same name. 

22 Liebenrood Road, Reading RG30 2DX    

0118 939 4889  www.dokht.org.uk 

Charity Reg. No.: 1085912 

Introduction 

One of the slogans of Duchess of Kent House Charity ƛǎ ΨCǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

CǳǘǳǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜd over £1,500,000 to 

supporting palliative care in our local area in the last five years, but also to 

plan to increase our contribution by 50% by 2012. 
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All this is only possible with the help of our donors ς individual, corporate, 

institutional and associations. 

Being a small local charity, focused precisely on helping local people and their 

families suffering from life-shortening diseases you know that any gift or 

donation you make helps people in Newbury, Reading, Wokingham and 

surrounding areas. There is no grand London HQ to pay for; nor is the money 

used outside Berkshire.  Our small admin team supplemented by a dedicated 

group of trained volunteers is on site at the hospice, ready to help and 

advise. 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨǊŜǾŜƴǳŜΩ 

items such as extra beds, services and nursing staff, the charity does not 

receive or is eligible to receive many grants from Charitys, grant-making 

bodies, or indeed the National Lottery. Our most important givers are 

therefore individuals ς like you.  The biggest gift an individual can make is 

usually in death through a Will, making that gift a lasting memorial to your 

kindness reflecting your interests, concerns and express wishes. 

Making a Will to benefit Duchess of Kent House Charity may also enable you 

to give more to your own children and grandchildren, through lowering your 

liability to Inheritance Tax (IHT). 

Any donation through a Will to a registered charity is tax exempt. Limits and 

rates vary, but at the moment the value of any Will over £325,000 (or 

£650,000* when joint with your spouse) attracts an IHT rate of 40%.  

 

The choice is simple: Chancellor or Charity! 

 

*(Tax year: 2009-10) 
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The Charity 

Before you decide whether or not to give to charity, you will understandably 

want to know what this charity does, how it spends its income and how local 

people benefit.  The purpose of this booklet is to answer those questions, 

and in the second part, give some practical help on how to make a Will. 

 

There are approximately 220 hospices / palliative care units in the UK, 

making Britain a global leader in hospice care. Hospices as a place for the 

care of those where cure is no longer possible, but dedicated care certainly is 

have been around for over 150 years. In the UK, the comprehensive coverage 

we now benefit from is largely a result of local initiatives and fundraising 

campaigns started 20 or more years ago.  Duchess of Kent House is one such 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǳȅ ŀ .ǊƛŎƪ ŦƻǊ 5ŜƭƭǿƻƻŘΩ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ό5ŜƭƭǿƻƻŘ ƛǎ 

the generic name for our site). Although the charitable money raised was 

from local people and companies the unit, once opened in 1992 was handed 

over to the NHS to operate.  Designed as a full-service hospice, Duchess of 

Kent House now has 16 in-patient beds, day therapy facilities (3 days a 
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week), out-patients and a Family Support Service (bereavement). In the last 

15 years over 12,000 patients have been treated and cared-for by a team of 

50 (full-time equivalent) consultants, nurses, physiotherapists, occupational 

and speech therapists, admin & site staff, etc. This care continues after death 

for those relatives who wish it through the FSS.  All care is provided free of 

charge, according to need. 

As with all parts of the National Health Service there is never enough money 

to pay for all aspects of what we technically call ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ǇŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǊŜΩΦ 

This is where the independent charity Duchess of Kent House Charity comes 

in. 

It was formed in 2001 to concentrate fundraising to benefit the House, and 

consists of one full-time fundraising manager, two part-time helpers and 5 

office volunteers. In the financial year 2007-8 we raised through local support 

over £645,000, our best year yet with 30% coming from legacies. 

 

There are two elements to the support we provide: 

1/ To extend provision and help more patients than the unit has budget for, 

and 

2/ To enhance services or fund services in their entirety that otherwise would 

not exist. 

In common with other NHS hospices, certain services have never been 

funded by the NHS, or if they have, only to a limited degree.  The Charity 

believes these services to be an essential part of the holistic approach to 

ǇŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΦ  Therefore, the Charity funds the 

following services: psychologists, the Family Support Service (Bereavement), 

Complementary Therapy, Diversional Therapy, staff training, the Chaplaincy, 

and the new Befriending Services for patients and carers.  This commitment 

by the Charity amounts to approximately £250,000 a year.   

In addition, when funds allow, the Charity also pays for additional or 

replacement medical or general equipment, transport costs for day-patients, 

patient outings and gardening supplies. What it does not pay for are 
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individual requests from patients and their carers for help with personal 

equipment or financial distress though illness.  There are three other 

charities based in Newbury, Reading & Wokingham who can help patients 

individually. 

Here are some comments of patients and their relatives who have been 

treated at Duchess of Kent House: 

ñSensitivity, care, love is at the heart of all we receive at Duchess of Kent House. 

My gratitude to staff, volunteers, fellow-patients, fundraisers and generous donors is 
wholly beyond expression.  But, believe me you are appreciated.ò 

Kate Knollys, Day Therapy patient 

 

ñVery many thanks for all that you did for x while he was in your care. I know he was 

in the best possible place and was happy in your care.ò 

Next-of-Kin 

 

ñDuchess of Kent House is the next best place to heaven.ò 

In-patient. 

 

Will – Making: Why Make One? 

One in five of us die in the UK without making a Will, perhaps because we 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜΦ  LŦ 

a Will is not made part, or all of your gift to the future could go to people 

whom you did not intend to beƴŜŦƛǘΦ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

Will properly, a big part of what you leave behind may go to HM 

Government, because of Inheritance Tax legislation.  

 

Making a Will is the only way to ensure that your gift to the future is divided 

up exactly as you wish. Making a Will with professional advice is not 

expensive or difficult and will ensure that your loved ones are not left to face 

complicated financial and legal matters when you die. And making a Will to 

benefit Duchess of Kent House Charity costs you nothing now, but for future 
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generations of local people with life-shortening diseases like cancer it could 

be priceless. 

 

Will – Making: How to make a Will 

¦ǎŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻ ŘǊŀŦǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊ ŀǎƪ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 

for a recommendation. Alternatively, use one of the solicitors who support 

this charity by offering inexpensive wills: 

Caversham Solicitors Ltd, Prospect House, Prospect St, Caversham, READING, RG4 8JB  

                                                                                                                        0118 947 8638 

Wilson & Berry, Coppid Hall, Warfield Rd, BRACKNELL, RG42 2LR       01344 860 486 

Rowberry Morris, 17 Castle St, READING RG1 7SB                      0118 958 5611 

The Head Partnership. 9 Chalfont Court, Lower Earley, READING RG6 5SY        

       0118 975 6622 

 Dexter Montague LLP, 105 Oxford Rd., READING RG5 4ER        0118 939 3999 

 

See also other solicitors who support us through our Wills Fortnight in May each year, based in Reading, 

Newbury & Wokingham 

 

! ²ƛƭƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

perhaps charities. It also enables you to state your preferences on burial, 

cremation, or leaving your body to medical research.  Your funeral service 

and committal can be religious, Humanist, green or whatever you decide.  If 

you have a dependent under 18, a Will gives you the chance to continue to 

ensure their welfare through appointing guardians. 

It is also a good opportunity to think about Lasting Powers of Attorney so 

that you make the choice as to who will be dealing with your affairs should 

be unable to do so yourself. If you do not do this then it will be up to the 

Court to decide on your behalf which can be an extremely expensive and 

time-consuming procedure. 

 

You will also need to appoint Executors who will deal with your estate in the 

ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ ǘǿƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻǊ 

friends with some business experience and perhaps a professional.  Three 
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Executors is a typical number.  Once your Will is complete two independent 

witnesses will need to sign it.  In Scotland, other rules apply.   

It is important to keep your Will up-to-date.  If you wish to add Duchess of 

Kent House Charity to your existing Will, your solicitor will simply add a 

written instruction called a codicil. This codicil will need two independent 

witnesses to sign and they must not be beneficiaries of either the original 

Will or Codicil; be their spouses or be executors of the Will.  A sample Codicil 

is provided at the end of this document. 

 

Will- Making: What to Consider 

Here are some ideas on how to go about making a difference to other 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛƭƭΥ 

¶ Before visiting a solicitor work out how much you have to leave.  Add 
up the value of your house, pension, shares, jewellery and other assets 
and deduct any mortgage balance, debts, credit card bills etc.  If the 
balance is over £325,000* you are liable for Inheritance Tax at 40%. 
(*Rates and limits may change; rate stated applies to 2009-10 tax 
year). 

 

¶ Consider all those you wish to remember in your will such as family, 
friends etc before considering bequests to charities.  Remember that 
leaving to a charity reduces the gross figure from which tax is 
calculated and deducted; thus not only do you leave more for your 
family you are also benefiting your favourite charity.  

 

¶ Now consult a solicitor.  Be sure to give your solicitor the full details of 
the charity and its registration number and also decide if you are 
leaving it a fixed cash sum (pecuniary), percentage of the balance 
(residual) ƻǊ Ψ[ŜƎŀŎȅ ƛƴ YƛƴŘΩ (goods, shares, jewellery etc). If you leave 
a fixed sum of money remember that it can decline in value over the 
years. To avoid this you can review it periodically or index link it to 
retain its original value. 

 



.gs3410F Page 9 

Additionally, if you yourself benefit under a Will you can transfer all or part 
of your inheritance to Duchess of Kent House Charity using a deed of 
variation.  This can be used to help reduce Inheritance Tax. 
 
 *Expected thresholds for Inheritance Tax (IHT) in the near future should be 

(but subject to change by the Chancellor: 

  in 2009/10  £325,000 

Will – Making: using the right words 

If you decide to remember Duchess of Kent House Charity in your Will, we 

suggest the following words and phrases might help. If you take these 

specimen legacy clauses to your solicitor it will help save time and money.  

Whatever phrase you use, it will help the work of the hospice to continue to 

support local patients and their families suffering from life-shortening 

diseases. 

Pecuniary or Cash Legacy 

άL ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ 5ǳŎƘŜǎǎ ƻŦ YŜƴǘ IƻǳǎŜ Charity, registered charity number 

1085912, of 22 Liebenrood Road, Reading RG30 2DX, the sum of 

£__________ to be applied to the general purposes of the said Charity. The 

receipt of the Secretary or other authorised officer of the said Charity shall be 

ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƻǊǎΦέ 

 

Residual Legacy 

Commonly known as Family & Friends First Legacy. Model wording for 

inclusion in your Will, 

άL ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ 5ǳŎƘŜǎǎ ƻŦ YŜƴǘ IƻǳǎŜ Charity, registered charity number 

1085912, of 22 Liebenrood Road, Reading RG30 2DX, the whole (or _____%) 

of my residuary estate to be applied to the general purposes of the said 

Charity. The receipt of the Secretary or other authorised officer of the said 

/ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƻǊǎΦέ 
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Legacy in Kind  

Known legally as a Specific Legacy and could include stocks and shares or 

jewellery.  Model wording for inclusion in your Will; 

άL ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ 5ǳŎƘŜǎǎ ƻŦ YŜƴǘ IƻǳǎŜ Charity, registered charity number 

1085912, of 22 Liebenrood Road, Reading RG30 2DX, my (short description 

property given) to be applied to the general purposes of the said Charity. The 

receipt of the Secretary or other authorised officer of the said Charity shall be 

ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƻǊǎΦέ 

 

Thank You 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this booklet.  Should you remember 

this Charity in your Will you can be sure that your gift will be used exclusively 

in this area for local people, suffering from life-shortening diseases?  Since 

ƛǘΩǎ founding in 1992, Duchess of Kent House has treated over 12,000 patients 

and helped countless families. Please give what you can. Thank you. 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

Information supplied in this booklet is provided in good faith and believed to be 

correct at the time of writing.  The Charity does not however accept any liability 

for the contents or any consequential loss or damage.  It is strongly 

recommended that professional help is sought when making arrangements for 

Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney etc.            E&OE 
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Glossary of Terms used in Wills 

 

Administrator 

Official who is appointed to arrange your affairs if you do not leave a Will. 

Beneficiary 

An individual, organisation or charity who receives a gift in your Will. 

Codicil 

An addition or alteration to an existing Will. 

Chattels 

Personal possessions including furniture and movables such as a car. 

Deed of Variation 

Anyone who has benefited from a will may, within two years of the death of the benefactor, 
make a deed of variation in favour of Duchess of Kent House Charity. This may help reduce 
your Inheritance Tax liability. 

Estate 

All your possessions including money and property at the time of your death. 

Executor(s) 

Person(s) appointed by you to make sure your instructions in your Will are carried out. 

Executrix 

Female person(s) appointed by you to make sure your instructions in your Will are carried 
out. 

Intestate / Intestacy 

Dying without making a Will 

Legacy / Bequest 

A gift left to an individual, organisation or charity. 

Letter of Wishes 

Attached to your Will this can be used to request that your beneficiaries increase your 

legacy to charity via a deed of variation if they can afford to. 
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Life Interest 

A two stage type of legacy in which the first beneficiary is given, for example, the use of 

your house during their lifetime. After their death the house or capital passes on to the 

second beneficiary named in your Will. The second beneficiary is often a charity. 

Nil-Rate Band 

The amount above which the estate pays Inheritance Tax at 40% (current rate), subject to 

exemptions. 

Pecuniary Legacy 

A gift of a specific amount of money 

Probate 

The legal procedure to decide whether you left a valid Will. 

Residue 

The sum that is left over in your estate after the deduction of all debts, charges and gifts. 

Residuary Legacy 

A gift consisting of the residue (or part thereof) of your estate.  This is a popular way to 

remember a charity with a gift. 

Specific Legacy 

A gift of a particular item such as a piece of jewellery, shares or furniture. 

Testator (male) or Testatrix (female) 

The person making the Will. 

Witness 

A person who signs your Will in your presence.  He or she must not be a beneficiary or be 

married to one. 
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Legacy Response Form -  

If you have already included Duchess of Kent House Charity in your will, or 

are thinking of doing so, you can let us know by ticking the appropriate boxes 

below.  We understand that a Will is a personal and private matter so what 

you choose to tell us is completely at your own discretion and is not legally 

binding. However, by providing this information it can help us plan the 

essential care that will be needed by local people suffering from life-

shortening diseases like cancer in the future. 

 

Ä I have already remembered Duchess of Kent House Charity in my Will. 

 

Ä I intend to remember Duchess of Kent House Charity in my Will. 

 

Ä I intend to alter my Will to benefit the Charity 

 

Ä I would like to talk to you about remembering the Charity in my Will. (or 

call 0118 939 4889, or e-mail enquiries@dokht.org.uk) 

 

Name: 

Address: 

 

       Postcode: 

Date of Birth:      Telephone: 

Email: 

Kindly return your form to: Fundraising Dept., Duchess of Kent House Charity, 

22 Liebenrood Road, READING RG30 2DX, United Kingdom 

mailto:enquiries@dokht.org.uk
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Sample Codicil 

 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘϝκǎŜŎƻƴŘκ              /Codicil to my last Will 
dated ___/___/___ of me____________________________________(name) 
of_____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________(address) 
 
1.I give to Duchess of Kent House Charity, 22 Liebenrood Road,  

Reading RG30 2DX (Registered Charity Number 1085912) ** 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In all other respects I confirm my said Will and any existing Codicils 
thereto. 
Signed ________________________________________ Date___/___/___ 
 
Witness 1  
Name  
Address  
 
Occupation  
Date  
Signed 
 
 
Witness 2 
Name 
Address 
 
Occupation 
Date  
Signed  
* Please indicate what number this Codicil is. 
** Insert one of the three options (Pecuniary, Residual or Legacy in Kind) 

 
Notes: 
ω 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǊ ŀŘŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Will by crossing out or writing in new 
instructions as any changes will not be valid. 
ω ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω YŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 
Codicil with, but not attached to, your current Will, in a safe place. 
ω {ŜƴŘΣ ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜΣ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻŘƛŎƛƭ όƛƴ ŀ ǎŜŀƭŜŘ envelope, if you prefer) to your Executor or 
other Charityed friend, with a note indicating where the original is held.                .gs3410F 4/3/10 


